ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY
she already commanded in the Dodecanese, bade
fair to become the greatest Aegean Power.
The Peace Settlement
Her hopes were to be disappointed at the Peace
Conference. The ratification of the St. Jean de
Maurienne Treaty had been made conditional upon
Russia's signature. But at the end of 1917 Bolshe-
vism replaced Tsarism and the new Government
would have none of the 'imperialist' treaty. In the
meantime the Greeks had entered the war on the
side of the Entente, and Arenizeios put forward
ethnic claims to the Smyrna district. A small bid-
dable Power on the Aegean suited France and
Britain far better than the presence of an aggrandized
Italy, and, pleading Russia's failure to sign (which
the Italians regarded and resented with some justi-
fication as a legal quibble), they supported the
Greek claim to Smyrna and made it possible, as
Mr. Lloyd George tells us, for 'Yenizelos to get a
Greek force into the town whilst the Italians were
still hesitating'.
Italy's opposition to this betrayal of her ambitions
might have been more sustained and effective had
not the decay of public order at home deprived the
Government of the security necessary for a 'for-
ward' policy. But the Italian retreat was not wholly
dictated by weakness. Kemal Ataturk had appeared
upon the Anatolian scene and the Italians were
shrewder than the English in assessing the likeli-
hood of his success. In March 1921 they concluded
a secret peace with the Kemalist Government, and
when in August Ataturk's troops advanced on Con-
stantinople, the Italian force was hurriedly with-
drawn.